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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IT, US 

SUBJECT: PERCEPTIONS OF AMERICAN POLICY TOWARDS ITALY 

DURING THE LAST FEW WEEKS THERE HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE 
SPECULATION IN THE ITALIAN PRESS AND OTHER CIRCLES 
CONCERNING CHANGES IN AMERICAN POLICY REGARDING ITALIAN 
PROBLEMS. THE STATEMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT'S PRESS 
SPOKESMAN OF APRIL 6, AND OTHER BACKGROUND BRIEFINGS 
THAT HAVE OCCURRED HAVE SOUGHT TO PUT INTO PROPER 
PERSPECTIVE AMERICAN POLICY REGARDING ITALY. WE ARE 
INTERESTED IN THE MANNER IN WHICH ITALIANS PERCEIVE 
OUR CURRENT POLICY. TO WIDEN OUR KNOWLEDGE BEYOND THE 
NARROW BASE OF ROME, WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING FROM 
EACH CONSTITUENT POST A ROUNDUP ON THIS SUBJECT BASED 
ON CONVERSTATIONS WITH LOCAL CONTACTS OF ALL WALKS 
OF LIFE . GARDNER 
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